A survey of skin cancer screening practices among dermatology nurses.
The objective of this study was to survey the current level of participation dermatology nurses have in screening and skin cancer detection. Nursing professionals including registered nurses (RNs) and licensed practical nurses and their Ontario, Canadian equivalents (registered practical nurses), advanced practice nurses, such as nurse practitioners and dermatology nurse practitioners, were included in the sample. RN education ranged from associate's to master's degree preparation. Demographic, clinical setting, and practice information were reported using descriptive statistics and cross tabulations. Eighty-three percent (n = 89) of nurses surveyed are performing a total-body skin examination (TBSE); 15% (n = 16) are confident and 52% (n = 56) are very confident with their skills. The vast majority of nurses surveyed reported that they practiced skin cancer screening. They also reported using dermatologic tools, such as dermatoscope and digital camera. Nurses trained to perform TBSEs, as well as those who use dermatoscopes and digital cameras when performing TSBEs, provide an important component in improving cancer screening and detection.